EXORCISM

to me to have some magical significance. My party was held
up by the sickness of one of its number; he had been
suffering for several days from stoppage of the bowels,
which had not responded to all my explosive medicines,
His companions now resorted to a measure they called
ghuwaira. A rifle-bolt striker was introduced into the fire,
and when it became red-hot was applied to seven prescribed
places on the man's body: left heel, right heel, behind right
ear, behind left ear, centre of forehead - where it joins the
hair - top of the head, and immediately above the navel.
The cure was instantaneous, and we moved the next
morning.

For the Evil Eye, I have often witnessed a rite of
exorcism called hamra raabaj- which is held equally
efficacious for the recurrent three days' fever from which
they suffer, and for snake-bite. The patient is laid amidst
the circle of his sitting friends and the affected part of his
body laid bare. They then commence bowing low over it
and chanting one of two formulae; slow at first, the impreca-
tions growing quicker and louder and the body bowing
more energetically as the rite proceeds. A leader chants the
lines in a vigorous voice and the rest of the party excitedly
shout their responses, often just * hamra ra'aba? Now and
again one bowing head lingers, with lips to the patient's
abdomen in the region of his liver, to draw up a mouthful
of flesh and let it flick back as he raises his head; others from
time to time bark, and spit upon the body. And so a climax
is reached. A rifle is sometimes fired at the termination of
proceedings, but that bravery is only used for the 'Evil Eye.5

I once observed a different rite after hamra rdaba had

1 The Kathiri tribesmen use a formula in the Shahari dialect of the
mountains. This I have recorded but not yet translated.
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